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1. Introduction
a. How many of you have had surgery before? Chances are that if you’ve had surgery or know 

people who have had surgery or know anything about surgeries, then you know that doctors 
before performing surgeries go through a pretty extensive checklist. 

b. Your personal attributes have to be very well known. Your gender is important know. How old, 
how tall, your weight, your blood type, your allergies. 

c. There are pre surgical tests like blood work, xrays, scans that have to be known about you. 
d. Your medical history is reviewed to see where you’ve been medically before proceeding. 
e. The condition that you need to be in before and during the surgery. Do you need to fast? Will you 

be awake, what should your blood pressure be before and during the surgery, your heart rate, 
your breathing. 

f. Surgeries are pretty precise, that’s where the term “surgical precision” comes from. But one thing 
about surgery that isn’t supposed to be complicated is this: Surgeries are supposed to heal even 
though they hurt.

g. The text we have this morning speaks about a preordained and eternally secured spiritual surgery 
that God had planned and performed in Jesus and in us. 

2. Text
10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 
searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was 
indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. 12 It was 
revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now been 
announced to you through those who preached the good news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven, things into which angels long to look. 

3. On “Concerning this salvation”
a. POINT # 1: This Salvation procedure is costly and valuable
b. Our passage starts with the phrase “concerning this salvation”. Last week we talked about what 

that salvation was. Salvation was something that encompasses the whole person, not just parts of 
who you are. Salvation regards all of what makes you “you”. So Peter writes in 1:9 that this 
salvation is for your very souls. 

c. This salvation is quite valuable because we are quite valuable to God. Salvation comes through a 
faith that is worth more than gold (v7), a faith that is being produced that is worthy of “praise”, 
“glory”, and “honor”. If our faith is praiseworthy and the reward of our faith is salvation, how 
much more valuable then is our salvation?

d. This salvation costs the death of The Son of God, that’s the end of 1:3, so this salvation is quite 
costly. 

4. On 10b “The prophets prophesied…” 
a. POINT #2: The Spiritual doctor who is performing the surgery had to suffer
b. When Peter writes about “the prophets” Peter is writing about the OT writers. Let’s look at how 

Peter words this in Acts. 
c. In Acts 2:16 Peter quotes Joel concerning the pouring out of God’s Spirit.
d. In Acts 2:25 &39 he quotes David from Psalm 16 and Psalm 110
e. He reaffirms Nehemiah 3:16 in Acts 2:29
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f. In Acts 3, Peter goes into the temple, heals a lame man, then walks to Solomon’s porch, which 
was inside the temple, but not in the holy place and he says this:

g. “Acts 3:22-23 22 “Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your 
brothers. You shall listen to him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every soul who 
does not listen to that prophet shall be destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who 
have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after him, also proclaimed these days.”

h. Peter says that Moses says that an Israelite prophet was coming. That’s from Deuteronomy 
18:15-19.  The very next prominent prophet in the story of the bible, Samuel, says the same 
thing, and then all the prophets after him also say that this prophet is coming. 

i. In Acts 4:11 Peter quotes Psalm 118:22 that   Jesus would indeed suffer rejection!
j. In Acts 4:25 again, Peter quotes David who is looking ahead for a king who is exalted above all 

nations by quoting Psalm 2. 
k. Everywhere in the OT, they are talking about Jesus and when we get to chapter 2 of 1 Peter, then 

we see Peter quote Isaiah to talk about the suffering savior. 
l. Jesus summarizes it this way Luke 24:27 “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He 

explained to them what was written in all the Scriptures about Himself.”
m. Peter is saying the prophets of the OT were all looking to Jesus not just a prophet. Not just as a 

king. Not just as anointed one by the Spirit of God. Not just as a judge. But as one who would 
also suffer rejection on top of those other things. 

5. On 10c “The grace that was to be yours”
a. POINT #3 We have assurance that this surgery works right now
b. Even if we aren’t fully healed, Peter ends v10 with a really amazing declaration. Everything that 

the prophets were writing about, was being written so that a future generation, that they had no 
idea who exactly it was, would be blessed. 

c. The prophets “prophesied” and “searched”, and “inquired carefully” for neither themselves nor 
the people around them primarily. Peter says that this grace was to be “yours” for the people here 
in now in the churches that Peter was writing to. 

i. Now of course the prophets did in fact benefit from Jesus coming hundreds or thousands 
of years after they were dead, for Jesus secured their salvation too. But they did not know 
how exactly this was going to work, nor were they able to live a life that could look back 
to the objective historical reality that Jesus was raised from the dead. They looked, but 
they didn’t have the blessing that we do when we say to each other on Easter “The Lord 
is risen, He is risen indeed”. 

d. The point here is that the prophets were simply holding on to some future    based on the 
character of the God who gave them that revelation. Even though they didn’t get to experience 
the objective blessing of looking back to the cross whenever they didn’t understand something, 
they knew that something good like that was coming, because God is good like that. Because 
God is good. 

e. We as Christians are actually doing the same thing they, the prophets are. We don’t understand 
the sufferings and trials we experience, but because of God’s word (which the prophets had and 
we have) and because of God’s act in history through Jesus (which the prophets did not have, but 
we do) we can have assurance that God is gracious to us now. 
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f. We do this very thing before going into surgery. Essentially we agree to be knocked out, to have 
a knife open up our bodies based solely on written text books and eye witness accounts and the 
goodness of the surgeon. With the Bible we have even better evidence than all of that, because 
we have God testifying that we can have assurance. 

6. On 11a “inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them..”
a. POINT #4 The Holy Spirit (think of all the machines that keep us alive during surgery) always 

points to Jesus 
b. If the machines are The Person of the Holy Spirit, then they would be preserving us so that we 

might be impacted by God who is also the surgeon in this illustration. 
c. Pause to note here that the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of Christ in Romans 8:9 are so closely 

connected because all of God does what all of God does. The Holy Spirit in the OT pointed to 
Jesus and bore witness to Jesus to the prophets. 

d. Another way of saying it, The Holy Spirit preserved the Gospel to the OT saints. The Holy Spirit 
glorifies Jesus and points to Jesus in the OT just like He did in the NT, just like He does now in 
the present. 

e. The continuity in the story of the bible is clear in both the OT and the NT: The Holy Spirit has 
always been pointing to Jesus.  This is what the HS is doing now. This is what the HS was doing 
when we first heard the gospel by whoever preached it to us. The HS presides over the preaching 
of Jesus even when sinners like me do it… and this is very good news. 

7. On 11b “…was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories” 
a. POINT #5 There is no healing without a surgery. But healing is guaranteed. There is no victory 

without the cross, but glories are guaranteed. 
b. The Spirit predicted the sufferings of Christ as we’ve mentioned through the prophets, but they 

also predicted the subsequent “glories”. This means that it wasn’t just the sufferings of the 
passion week that the Spirit was speaking about, it was also all of the benefits and blessings that 
come after Jesus experiences those things. 

c. Think of the Glory of Resurrection. Think of the Glory of the Ascension. Think of the 
vindication of Jesus to the Jews when the temple was destroyed. Think of the Glory of Jesus 
when He returns. Think of going in for gall bladder surgery and coming out with your gall 
bladder and your hernia fixed. And this other thing and this other thing fixed. 

d. Jesus is lifted up and glorified just like is patterned throughout all of the OT. The Prophets saw 
this and believed that if the Messiah was to suffer, then the Messiah would then experience a 
glorification because that’s how God always works. Noah was mocked, then he was vindicated 
and glorified by becoming a new Adam in a new world. Abraham and Sarah suffered through 
bareness, then they had a child at 90/100 years old. Joseph was sold as a slave, thrown in jail for 
a lie, then he was exalted and elevated. Moses was exiled from his home twice once as an 
Israelite and then as an Egyptian, and then brought back as “a God to Pharoah” in Egypt and as a 
prophet to Israel. David was anointed as king in 1 Samuel 16 and it wasn’t until 2 Samuel 2 that 
he finally takes the throne. Probably a period of over at least 10 years, during which most of it, 
he was fleeing for his life. 

e. The prophets know God because they had The Spirit of Christ and knowing God   is knowing 
that God will elevate His people after a period of suffering. Jesus even says you can look at 
creation and realize that seeds need to die before they turn into “much fruit”. This is the pattern 
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in the bible and in nature. Because God is true and God is good you can trust God for a glorious 
future. You can trust this surgeon. 

8. On 12a “It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you”
a. POINT #6 We can trust the pre-surgery checklist because we trust that our doctor wrote it 

specifically for us. We can trust that this is God’s word because God wrote it. 
b. “it” here is talking about the salvation that Peter has been talking about. The salvation that is 

available to these elect exiles was revealed to the prophets way before the fulfillment and 
accomplishment of that salvation occurred. Meaning! The prophets were serving a future 
generation even though they wrote to a specific people. 

c. Think about how the prophets lived in a place and time and wrote for a particular people, but 
they weren’t serving them, they were serving us! Peter is saying the prophets were serving the 
Christians of his day, and by writing that down for us, we know that those prophets were also 
serving us.  We live in the time where salvation has been accomplished. Peter writes to the 
churches in in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, Bithynia because of what a prophet wrote to 
Judah. Or a prophet wrote in the wilderness. Or a prophet wrote while in Babylon (so on and so 
forth). As they looked forward to the churches Peter was ministering to, they were also writing to 
us. 

d. How is it possible that Moses, David or Daniel might write a message and that message be meant 
to bless the whole world? Only if the Holy Spirit authors it. 

e. How is it possible for words written in 3 different continents and in 3 different languages over a 
span of 3 differing millennia (2000s BC, 1000s BC, 1000s AD), by 40+ authors be written with 
one unified story, predicting the future and all pointing to the person of Jesus? And is it capable 
of blessing every human everywhere today? This is only possible if God Himself wrote it. 

9. On 12b “in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good news 
to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven” 

a. POINT #7 The disease is necessary for the surgery to bring healing. Suffering is a “bug” that 
becomes a “feature”. 

b. Here Peter is recapping our points. This amazing gospel has been announced to us because The 
Holy Spirit of heaven has secured the salvation message and the means by which you and I 
would get to hear of this salvation. 

c. The fact that we both heard of a salvation and the fact that salvation has been accomplished is the 
work of God. And God chose the way of suffering to both reveal salvation and to have that 
salvation preached. Consider Peter’s arrests and beatings in Acts 5 and 12 that he had to endure 
in Jerusalem before he was able to preach the gospel that reached Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, Bithynia. 

d. Salvation was not without suffering and the preaching of that salvation is not without suffering. 
10. Interpretation of 1 Peter 1:10-12

a. God has chosen a specific way in which he might refine our faith, we read that last week. We 
concluded that our faith is refined by suffering. But suffering also is what was on the horizon for 
the writers of the OT. Suffering was also predicted along with glory. Losing was predicted for the 
winners. Because Christ was their future. 

b. This means that God has ordained the suffering of Christ before the foundation of the world. This 
is stated in v20 of this chapter as well as Acts 2:23, Acts 4:27-28, Ephesians 1:4-7, and 
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Revelation 13:8. Jesus’s death on the cross wasn’t God’s plan B. It was ordained and executed by 
God precisely how God wanted it to happen. 

c. Here’s the big reveal of the truth in this passage: if God planned the cross for Jesus, He has 
planned our sufferings as well. 

d. Suffering is the bug in a fallen world that God uses as a feature to make us more like Jesus, and 
that suffering has been predicted both for Jesus and for his followers “you have been grieved by 
various trials” Peter wrote in v6. Like we said with the OT prophets, that was written to a 
specific people in history, but it is a message for us as well. We will be grieved by various trials. 
Jesus says in John 15:20 “‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will 
persecute you as well”. Suffering is planned for the Christian bother or sister.

e. We are reading ahead of time that this indeed will be the case for us in our Christian walk just as 
surely as it was for our Savior. 

11. What does it mean that God ordains or plans our suffering?
a. First, it means that suffering is not random and a chance occurrence. Sometimes we think of 

sickness and surgeries as “just because”. It’s not true, God is in charge of all of it. This is 
important to know. If we are going to make it through suffering we must understand that God is 
charge of our suffering. It’s from Him, and not “just because” the universe is cold and 
indifferent. In fact, suffering shows us that there is a loving God. Otherwise, why care at all 
about the suffering of others? Why care about anyone other than myself if suffering is just a 
random chance occurrence? Peter says that The Spirit of Christ showed them suffering would 
take place. Meaning, Jesus speaking through the Spirit before His incarnation said that He was 
coming to suffer. Suffering is ordained by God. 

b. Second, there is no suffering in which God Himself didn’t experience to the fullest sense. If God 
is the surgeon in this analogy, He is giving us His perfect hand to replace our broken hand. He’s 
doing open heart surgery but opening His chest and pulling out His own heart and putting His 
superior heart inside our chest. Let us be reminded that the greatest evil ever done to a human 
was done to Jesus. Consider that if even for a split second, The God of the universe suffered. 
Even if He had only suffered for half a second, this should be enough to break us. The infinite 
God who is outside of time, would for a time endure suffering? The God of all things? The 
maker of all things? The most Holy, and most loving person ever, suffering for even a 
nanosecond should be humbling to us. Much less all the suffering He experiences on the cross. 
Both in physical pain, and the pain of having The Father leave His Son on the cross. That same 
God planned that suffering and plans our suffering. That betrayal that you and I have felt, Jesus 
felt. That sense of being violated, Jesus has felt. That sense of rejection, Jesus has felt. That 
painful loss, Jesus has felt. 

c. Third, our suffering is precisely measured for a certain time. All surgeries have an expected 
length of time they should last. The sufferings of Jesus were timed precisely, so will our 
sufferings be. Consider that Jesus could have died at the hands of Herod when he was born, but 
God spared Him (Matt 2). He could have died when the pharisees wanted to throw Him off a 
cliff, but He didn’t (Luke 4). Jesus could have drowned in the lake in Mark 4, but Jesus calmed 
the storm. Jesus could have died many times, but only the precise death on a tree would have 
enabled Jesus to become a curse for us. God’s suffering plan is so precise that He allowed the 
Romans to take power and expand all the way through Jerusalem so that He could use their 
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executionary methods. Just as God predicted and measured 400 years for Israel to be slaves in 
Egypt, He did that for Jesus and does that for us. The precision of time of the suffering we 
experience then is a sign of God’s hand. In 1 Peter 5, Peter says “after you have suffered “a little 
while”, God will restore and strengthen us. The time that we will suffer is not forever. As it was 
for Isreal 400 years, for Jesus 3 days in the grave, it is for us. We might even die in our suffering, 
but God will raise us up to live forever without suffering. If we die on the surgical table, God 
simply brings us back to life completed healed and free. There is a limit to the time of suffering 
we will experience, and God is in charge of that time. 

d. Fourth, your suffering is uniquely tailored to you to draw your heart of Jesus. Just as surgery is 
precisely measured for your gender, age, weight and height, etc, so are our sufferings. The 
sufferings of Jesus are not the kind of suffering that I have to go through. I’m simply not worthy 
of that kind of suffering. But the suffering I experience and the suffering that you experience are 
precisely meant for your heart or my heart to be drawn towards Jesus. If a doctor mixes up the 
medical charts before surgery, we don’t get a successful surgery, we don’t actually heal. For 
example, Peter had to suffer the bitter regret of denying Jesus 3 times because Jesus had to call 
Peter to a very specific task and restore him with 3 questions. Peter had to suffer being beaten 
and arrested by his own kin for preaching the Gospel, but I don’t, I’m not Jewish. That was for 
Peter, so that God might accomplish the good He wanted through Peter. Likewise, you and I 
suffer uniquely catered trials so that God might accomplish His good through us. Our suffering is 
so precise that our hearts are directed towards Jesus through our suffering in a way that if I were 
going through what you were going through I would just end up bitter and not healed. And if you 
went through exactly what I went through you would end up further from Jesus with the wrong 
foot amputated to keep the surgical analogy. The Spirit of Christ spoke about the specific and 
unique sufferings that Christ would experience, and it is this Spirit that walks us through the 
suffering that you (who are filled with The Spirit) experiences. 

e. Fifth, if you are a Christian- in our suffering although we may not feel like it, we are shielded. 1 
Peter 1:5 (which we’ve already read) says that God’s power guards us/shields us for salvation 
until the “last time”. The suffering we face as Christians are the kind of sufferings that God 
protects us with power until the end to preserve our faith. You can ask any Christian who has 
walked through suffering and made it past it. They will testify to the fact that it could have been 
a lot worse and that God’s hand prevented worse things from happening and that God has 
remained close and faithful. But even if you can’t find that story among the saints, and even if 
our suffering leads to our death, God is shielding us because He’s guarding our faith to the end. 
And our faith leads to salvation, and our salvation completely heals us because our salvation is 
valuable. One of the prophets Peter quotes in Acts 2 is David in Psalm 16 when David says “for 
you will not abandon my soul to sheol, or let your holy one see corruption”. God ordained the 
sufferings of Jesus and prevented the suffering from going to the point of leaving Jesus in death. 
It’s God who didn’t leave His Holy One in sheol (the real of the dead). Its God who shielded and 
protected His Holy One from seeing corruption. God protects us in the spiritual surgical table, 
until the surgery is completely successful. God, like a perhaps a doctor when they knock us out,  
makes it so that in our surgery we trust the doctors because doctors don’t allow us to change our 
minds when we go under. God does something similar by letting us know ahead of time so that 
we can still know God, and know life, and have light all the way until the end. 
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f. Sixth, suffering isn’t the end of the story. Surgery isn’t the end of the story. We’re not going to be 
in surgery forever. Healing is and more is the end of the story. God uses suffering and He 
glorifies those who endure in suffering. Just as He raised Christ, so we too will be raised from 
the dead. Just as Jesus was vindicated to the Jews and will be vindicated to the world at the end, 
so too God’s people will inherit the earth and be vindicated for having their faith in God. Peter 
writes that the prophets knew that the sufferings were coming, they themselves experienced 
suffering in the world, and they knew The Messiah would suffer. But they knew that the glories 
would far outweigh the pain and suffering for Jesus. “The sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us”(Rom 8:18 says). Suffering isn’t the 
end of the story because Glory is the end of the story. Glory and Joy are the eternal present in the 
end of the story. This is what is meant by “all things work together for the good of those who 
love God”. Suffering ends and Peter says the prophets already saw this. 

12. HTSWL?
a. What do we do with all of this? What do we do with a God who ordains and uses suffering? 

After all, why doesn’t God use a donut? Why isn’t God giving us bacon to change our hearts and 
make us like Jesus? Why not just use a beautiful sunset? Why can’t God just use the love of my 
family? Why use suffering? To be sure, God indeed does use al of those things, but He does 
indeed use suffering. So why use suffering?

b. For the non-Christian who might be listening I want to say this: The fact that you and I call it 
suffering is already pointing you the fact that something is wrong. And! If something is wrong, 
then something called “right” exists (otherwise “wrong” couldn’t exist). If “right” exists, and 
right is good, then “right and good” has to have been created. If “right and good” has been 
created (which are invisible btw), there exists a creator, and if there is a creator, He has to be at 
minimum good in order to have created right and good. Search in all the systems of the world, all 
religions and anti-religions- You can’t get around the fact that suffering requires good to exist. Of 
all the religions, there is no other creator out there who Himself has suffered. I beg you:  turn to 
the only God who is both good and loving and Himself suffered so that you might get up from 
that operating table full of life and freedom. 

c. For Christians I want to answer this question how God answers this question for us. I want to tell 
you what the Bible says about it. God, or the Bible says this: We don’t know. We don’t know 
why God uses suffering the way He does. We don’t understand why. That’s actually the answer 
the Bible gives us. 

d. The Bible says, we don’t understand. We are not God, and if we understood everything God did 
then we would be God. If we comprehend all of God’s decisions then we would be just like Him. 
As it turns out we are the creatures, and He is the Creator. So we simply don’t understand why. 
And we get the sense in the end of the book of Job that,  were God to start explaining His 
reasons, we would have no idea because we don’t even know where the snow is kept. Sure we 
might have a scientific explanation of how snow is generated,  but we have no idea why it exists, 
or why anything exists. We don’t know why there is something rather than nothing. Apart from 
God just deciding we have no idea why up is up and down is down. 

e. So I don’t want to tell you God ordains suffering and then say I know why, because God hasn’t 
revealed to us why. 
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f. There is one thing that God has revealed to us which God has made sure we should know, and 
that is Himself, Jesus Christ on the cross. God has revealed Jesus. As we ponder “why” questions 
to God, ponder Jesus. 

g. Do what the prophets and the angels did according to Peter in this passage. They searched, 
inquired, the looked into Jesus and His suffering on the cross. 

h. I daresay that if we as Christians “search”, “inquire”, and “look it” Jesus  suffering on the cross 
with the same amount of energy that we do things like our hobbies, and sports, and politics, and 
gossip…If we spend that energy contemplating a suffering God, we will indeed attain the glories 
that are meant for us, some of which that are meant for us in even in this life. 


